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Golden eagle.

IT WAS THE LAST I’
MAY, the weather was g
and late spring at its full

school was out, the gard
well planted and Men

ten miles west
Pendleton County®

That was th
eagles. We h
scramble u

’S. 33 when
1em soaring
hese glori-
oft, gliding
wings from one
to another, or sit-

y seemed to enjoy the
wch as we did. We were
‘ertain how many we saw
at day, but we do know that we
had seven in sight at one time.
My sister and I surprised one on
a rocky ledge within seventy-five
feet of us.

Some, but not all, were in plum-
age stages which showed white
patches in their wings. Golden
eagles do not have the white
heads and tails of adult bald
eagles, but the white wing patches
are conspicuous in some. When
we could see them close-up, we
could spot another difference—
golden eagles are fully feathered
on the legs clear to the toes; bald
eagles have bare shin bones above

Eagles and y vanished

OLDENS

ARE

GONIE

MAURICE BROOKS

their toes.

We were more surprised at their
numbers than at their presence.
We had seen them here before,
and we knew that a small hotel
in Franklin had nine mounted
birds in its lobby, a common sight
in hotels, post offices and public
buildings in the area. All were
golden eagles; there were no bald
eagles among them.

This was forty years ago, the
year 1930 to be exact, and I still
have to re-read my notes from
that day to believe it. In the past
fifteen years I have seen not a
single golden eagle in West Vir-
ginia. A few have been spotted
in migration, but not one has
come under my view, which to
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a haunt for majestic eagles, this high-mountain region is in Pocahontas County

ruce. This area may be reached by the Cass Scenic
Railroad.

ar the old lumber town of
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my way of thinking is a burning
shame.

A lot of things happened to the
golden eagles, all of them bad.
Pendleton County and the sur-
rounding areas were sheep coun-
try, and the local doctrine had it
that golden eagles carried away
lambs. They may have done so
on rare occasions when they could
find one sick or young enough.
At any rate, the killing of every
eagle became a matter of com-
plete public approval, and the
hunters were enthusiastic in the
slaughter.

Most counties in the state then
embarked on the notorious vermin
extermination campaigns, from
which the state’s wildlife and
game populations have never re-
covered. In counties where they
occurred, golden eagles were high
on the point list: a bird or two
could make the difference between
winning or missing a good rod
and reel, a fine rifle or some other
desirable prize. This pretty well
wiped out the resident golden
eagles, along with many hawks,
owls, bald eagles and other useful
and beautiful birds.

There were still a few migrant
eagles coming through the state,
but they too were soon eradicated.
Sheepmens’ associations hired
skilled marksmen in light planes
to cruise the wintering grounds
and shoot every eagle in sight.
It worked—today you have to
search for golden eagles only in
isolated mountains and high
plains in the west.

Though there are hunws
miles of possible breedin
in West Virginia—white L
sandstone is conspicuous
summit of almost every,

of a golden eagle’s n
ever found in W
nearby Virginia.

The rumors w
dance, alwaysy
always assu
thought w
south i

few miles
n of North
land Coun-
work out,

O every postmaster
and Highland, Vir-

Caudy’s Castle, Hampshire County. Eagles liked to perch on high crags like this.
W. Va. Geological Survey photo.

Those who both-
ew of nests,
es away. This
rn and it never var-
don’t know posi-
aby golden eagle

ginia C
ered to

struction, I should add
pairs of peregrines—we
m duck hawks in those
3 ested on some of North
ork’s cliffs. Many of these fell
victim to the falconers; these
noble birds are almost priceless
to the falconry enthusiast. Others
were shot—''they were vermin
weren’t they?”” In more recent
years our zeal to kill everything
in sight with DDT and its rela-
tives has taken care of the pere-
grines. There is not known to be
a single resident peregrine in the
eastern United States.

Even without its great soaring
birds, there are still large birds
aloft at North Fork Mountain:
ravens and vultures on everysum-
mer day, often coursing hawks of

various kinds, and sometimes in
migration large flights of broad-
winged hawks, now our most
abundant soaring species.

Yet my mind keeps returning to
what might have been had the
golden eagles not been destroyed.
Outdoors people travel by hun-
dreds to spots in the west where
they have a chance to see one of
these magnificent birds. They
would come in greater numbers
to Pendleton County, if only there
were a reasonable prospect of suc-
cess. These would be desirable
visitors too—people who are ex-
pert photographers, who write
books, newspaper and magazine
articles, and who paint pictures.
They could and would give this
rewarding region the sort of pub-
licity that is most helpful and most
desirable.

There is no prospect, so far as
I can tell, for the return of the
eagles; they are gone for good,
and in one human generation. It’s
too bad; a few of these noble birds
would change West Virginia's im-
age for hundreds of people. #
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"How do we make our community a
bird sanctuary’’? This question is asked
often. It isn’t a complicated matter. There
are two types of bird sanctuaries. The
first is for your garden or your own
backyard. To maintain it therequirements
are quite simple:

* Clean water — available at all times

for bathing, with a perch nearby.

Food — particularly in freezing
weather, suitable feeding trays,
grit when the ground is frozen or
snow-covered.

* Nesting space — trees, shrubs, vines
or houses.

Protection — from enemies, as far

as possible.

The second type of sanctuary is a mu-
nicipal one. It may be a park, including
roadside and mini-parks, rest areas or a
large area with trees and shrubs. It must
have water, food, nesting space and pro,

paring an ordinance, having i
by the city council, and dec
community to be an official bir
tuary. It is good to create publi
and support by securing en
of garden, womens clubs, PT,
groups.

The following ordinanc
and one that is suggested
Audubon Society:

BE IT ORDAINE
Council of the City o
ginia, in Counci
entire area emb
limits of the

or molest in
wild fowl or to

if starlings or similar
to br.j cungregaging in

W OMIEXN LY
@@NSERWEATB@N

By Maxine Scarbro

Women and Youth Activities Director

te a nuisance or menace to
property in the opinion of the
prities of the City of Ripley,
event such health author-
eet with the representatives

@0 or Humane Society, or as many
said clubs as are found to exist in the
ity of Ripley, after having given at
least three days actual notice of the time
and place of said meeting to the repre-
sentatives of said clubs.

If as a result of said meeting no satis-
factory alternative is found to abate such
nuisance, then said birds may be de-
stroyed in such numbers and in such
manner as is deemed advisable by said
health authorities under the supervision
of the Chief of Police of the City of
Ripley. Anyone violating the provisions
of this Ordinance shall be punishable by
a fine of not more than $100 or imprison-
ment not exceeding 30 days.

This Ordinance shall take effect im-
mediately upon its adoption.

Despite the protection our birds receive
in this state, their value can be drama-
tized by securing the passage of a local

ce that establishes the entire com-
munity as a bird or wildlife sanctuary.
A great deal of desirable publicity will
result from such a move. You may want
0 erect an attractive sign at the city
imits bearing some such legend as:

RIPLEY IS A BIRD SANCTUARY
HELP US PROTECT THEM

RIPLEY GARDEN CLUB

However, before constructing a sign,
you should contact the local road de-
partment for permission to erect signs
on their right-of-way. Bird Sanctuary
signs are available from Fairchild Pro-
ducts Corp., 512-24th Street, West Palm
Beach, Florida 33401. The cost is $7.50
plus postage and handling. They come in
green and white and weigh 4 1/2 lbs.

Remember that proclaiming your com-
munity as a Bird Sanctuary alone is not
enough for the protection of our birds.
You can, with a little planning, greatly
increase the bird population in even a
comparatively small area. Correctly built
birdhouses can provide nesting sites for
some of the cavity dwellers. Suitable
planting will not only increase the supply
of food and cover but add to the beauty
of the landscape. Bird baths and foun-
tains can provide water. Building a song-
bird sanctuary in your neighborhood can
be made a fascinating project.

PLANTS FOR BIRDS—The surest way
to have a population of birds living
around your home is to grow trees and
shrubs which provide them with nesting
places and a supply of food. If you will
begin your plantings now, in a few years
you will be enjoying increased bird num-
bers every season. A suggested list of
plants which are good for this use in
West Virginia are: mountain ash, flower-
ing dogwood, juniper, crabapple, honey-
suckle, black haw, elderberry, sassafras,
holly, persimmon, wild grape, blackberry,
lespediza and wild black cherry.

Make and operate a winter feeding sta-
tion, and you will soon be enjoying some
of the best-loved members of nature’s
family—the birds. &



those who labored in its behalf
for many years.

The consultant, in his recom-
vmendations to the State Depart-
'ment of Highways, was enthusi-
astic about the proposal for a 160-
mile highway from Richwood,
,~#. Nicholas County, to Gormania,
ﬁ" Grant County.
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The firm noted, ""Some of the
best hunting territories and the
finest trout fishing streams in the
eastern United States are to be
found in the area traversed by
this proposed highway, many of
which are presently inaccessible.
Many new areas will become avail-
able for the development of all
season recreational facilities such
as picnic and camping areas,
scenic overlooks, ski, sled and to-
boggan slopes, aerial cableways
and chalets. A better access to
existing facilities will be pro-
vided.”

It had long been recognized that
one of the major drawbacks of
Monongahela National Forest was
the lack of adequate highways.
What was needed was a highway
that would encourage motorists
to visit the forest and to take ad-
vantage of its recreational assets
and tourist attractions.

The attractions of the forest are
many. Just a few that will be
more accessible because of the
Highland Scenic Highway include
Summit Lake, Cranberry Glades,
Williams River Public Hunting
Area, Cass Scenic Railroad, Spruce
Knob and Spruce Knob Lake,
Seneca Rocks, Canaan Valley State
Park and Blackwater Falls State
Park.

The highway was authorized by
Congress in passage of the Fed-
eral Highway Act of 1962. It is to
be financed entirely by federal
funds under the Public Lands De-
velopment Road Program, except
for those portions which are out
side the limits of the forest ese
sections will receive
federal-state findncing

The highway is a joint
of the West Virginia De
of Highways, the U.S.
Public Roads and the
Service. The hlghway
and the BPR co
and construction
service, which ha
diction over th

of the high-
p yearly ap-

ated for fiscal 1970 had been with-
held by the BPR because of Presi-
dent Nixon’s freeze on projects
entirely financed by the federal
government. However, the freeze
was recently lifted and it is an-
ticipated the $2.2 million will be
released later this year.

The first Highland Scenic High-
way construction contract was
awarded in 1965 and involved a
4.4 mile segment. That contract
and one for 5.7 miles awarded
in 1966 are completed, but the
inadequacy of access roads to the
completed portions has limited
traffic on the new highway. How-
ever, completion is slated this
on a 3.09 mile project, start
1968, that will provide a
stretch with full access.

Because of the limit
caused by Congression
ations, priority has
to the southern p
highway and the d
far has been confin
south of Cheat Bridge.
sult, the location of the highway
north of Cheat Bridge has not
been finally determined.

rgcreational areas will

cted. For example,
ce, in a study that
ss’ original action
ay, suggested 35 im-
sites within the Na-
est.

highway will primarily
se who want to visit
, maximum protection
0 beauty was incorporated
0 the design. There will be no
eep cuts such as those found
along West Virginia’s Interstates,
nor will there be any interference
with natural features.

In some cases, in order to pro-
vide motorists with the maximum
in scenic wonders, the highway
will travel along the top of moun-
tains. According to present plans,
such vantage points will include
Kennison and Gauley Mountains,
both in the vicinity of 4,000 feet
in elevation.

In location and design, particu-
lar attention is being given to in-
sure the ultimate in benefit and

protection of natural
resources and to paovi
possible scenic v
inaccessible hunt
some of the
streams in

ceilic Railroad
pns, the high-
iously inacces-

ewtial timber-produc-
land are within Monongahela
jonal Forest near the proposed

e complete without recog-
of the many individuals and
organizations which over a period
of years labored in behalf of a
cenic mountain road through the
heart of the Monongahela National
Forest. These persons and the
governmental agencies involvedin
design and construction of the
highway look forward to the day
when motorists can travel the en-
tire length of the forest.

Just recently, Commissioner of
Highways William S. Ritchie Jr.
had this to say about this project:

““The impact of the highway on
the economy of the area is in-
calculable as it will be a great
tourist attraction and will open up
vast new areas for recreation,
sight-seeing, fishing and hunting.
Also, as the Monongahela National
Forest is under a multiple use
program, the highway will serveto
tap extensive hardwood forests
and provide access for the develop-
ment of the many renewable
natural resources such as water,
wildlife and timber.”

Virginia has its Skyline Drive,
North Carolina its Blue Ridge
Parkway and now West Virginia
its Highland Scenic Highway. «

Fish, being cold-blooded, are incapa-
ble of transmitting heat to their eggs.
Incubation comes from the sun.

Birds need not worry about the tox-
ic and acrid qualities of some wild
plants. They can eat the berries of
poison ivy, poison sumac and the
deadly nightshade without ill effects.




BY DICK COOK

YOU HEAR IT . . . faint at first, like
the chorus of a far-off pack of
hounds. Louder now, wild and free
. .. the haunting greeting of the first
flock coming north. Canada geese,
scribing a path across the pale March
moon.

The clamorous honking reaches a
high point, then subsides quickly as
the warm wind pushes geese and
noise from your senses, leaving you
with a curious longing, as for a lost
love.

You are like a clumsy stone, des-
tined to use the crutches of machin-
ery to span distances, while they
need only leap into the air and
follow the irresistible urge that draws
them unquestioned toward the tun-
dras and potholes to the north.

Migration. The promise of rebirth
for millions of birds that twice a
year stream across the North Amer-
ican continent.

But why do they do it . . . em-
bark on that dangerous journey
over the plains and mountains and
along the ancestral water routes?
Why not stay where the climate is
mild and food abundant?

Curious minds since Aristotle
have observed the migration of birds
and sought to figure out the reason
for this curious seasonal activity.
Some of the theories, especially on
the subject of whether or not birds
actually did migrate, were imagina-
tive to say the least!

Man observed that certewrogs
v

toads and other creatures
into the bottom mud of p
spend the winter, and so

nd the first truly scien-
nd¥ng in America is attributed
rtsch, who worked with
ned night herons in 1902.

n't long before modern band-
in®®tchniques were employed all
over the world and increasing
amounts of data on migration were
recorded.

It was found that most North
American birds travel along a north-
south axis, and furthermore, that this
is mainly a phenomenon of the north-
ern hemisphere. Further study con-
cluded that only about 15 percent
of the world’s birds indulge in the
north-south movement, that which
we commonly term “migration.”

shifted to
“where"” o

gration. Audu-
ly the first in the
band birds in such a

In North America, the main mi-
gration lanes have been divided into
four routes, primarily for waterfowl

MYSTERY OF M

d from OUTDOOR OKLAHOMA

management purposes. These are the
Pacific, Central, Mississippi and At-
lantic flyways. The most important
is the Mississippi, since it involves
the greatest number of migrants.

The use of a particular flyway by
populations or races of a species,
sometimes by an entire species, is
hereditary. If trapped in one route
and moved to an entirely different
one, some birds will return to the
original flyway before continuing
migration.

Others may migrate by leaving
the new location in a direction exact-
ly parallel to that which they would
have followed in the old flyway, re-
gardless of whether this leads them
to a favorable breeding or winter-

ing area.

The southward flight in the fall
is most often a leisurely journey

WONDERFUL WEST VIRGINIA



IGRATION

fixed beams of bright, white light
are death traps in foggy weather.

Land birds migrating for long dis-
tances over water have run into
violent storms and have been forced
by the thousands into the sea, tired
and tatter-winged, just a few miles
short of their destination.

Imagine what the Arctic tern
must experience on his trip from
the coast lines of Labrador and
Greenland to the Antarctic. This
bird, undertaking the longest jour-
ney of all migrants, flies 11,000 miles
twice a year!

How do they navigate?

Experiments by one Gustav Kramer
of Germany, using starlings as sub-
jects, indicated that these bird
the position of the sun co
with an awareness of the
day to get a “position fix.” On
overcast days the birds
fused.

Some species, incl
migrate at night.
shown that the stars a
orienting these birds, eviden
man was not the first creature to
use stellar navigation.

PHOTO BY DEAN G. GRAHAM

thoroughly investi-
over the ages,
ings are pretty
. But the “why"
not been absolutely
ryone's satisfaction.

made up of resting and feeding stop-
overs alternating with flying. The
spring trip tends to be faster.

Small birds can and have
from 100 to 200 miles in a da

e-colored juncos in 1925,

controlled to correspond
migration time in spring,
g igration through sexual
Y This in effect readied the
irds for the long trip physically.

A drastic reduction in food supply
or a sudden change in weather will
help push birds on their way, but
only if it coincides with the migra-
tion urge.

stem from weather,
the smaller birds.

This is about all that researchers
can agree on: That food supply
coupled with the innate urge to mi-
grate during the breeding cycle (con-
ditioned by length of day) is the
magic of migration.

destruction of
to their stri
ships, tall b

The rate of change in the length
of days in fall triggers more chem-
istry inside birds prone to migrate.
They get restless.

in dramatic
houses with

light

birds leave the breedi
long before winter corg

That question,
go back north
been asked b
migration. A
logical that

orth is not only
cases, it is log-

relatively feW@@bredators and avail-
bility of nesting territory the region
ers. These offset the hazards of
ation and of wintering in dis-

igrants stayed south, they
d be competing with resident
species for food and territory dur-
ing the nesting and rearing period.

Inquiries into the subject of mi-
gration will go on until man is fully
satisfied that he knows all there is
to know . . . and that will never hap-
pen. Nature will always be there to
tilt the soundest theory a bit, and
provide the exception.

And that is as it should be, for
it is the mystery that keeps inquiring
minds active . . . and perhaps it is
more rewarding simply to note the
wonders of migration than to ftry
to explain in a text the exact “why”
of it, though the latter activity may
advance our knowledge.

One who noted the migration of
birds and paused to comment on a
species was Aldo Leopold. There
could be no better closing to this
hasty treatment of the subject than
a few of his lines:

“One swallow does not make a
summer, but one skein of geese
cleaving the murk of a March thaw,
is the spring. A cardinal, whistling
spring to a thaw but later finding
himself mistaken, can retrieve his
error by resuming his winter silence.
A chipmunk, emerging for a sun-
bath, but finding a blizzard, has only
to go back to bed. But a migrating
goose, staking two hundred miles of
black night on the chance of finding
a hole in the lake, has no easy
chance for retreat. His arrival car-
ries with it the conviction of a pro-
phet who has burned his bridges.” #



A FORT ANCIEN

SQUAW’S Lw

BETTYE J. B
Archeolo

West Virginia Geolo,

S

A first-person account by
squaw of Indian life in her
the Kanawha River near Buff
nam County, West Virginia.
during the late prehistori
Ancient period, 1600-1700.
based on assumptions fro
molds and other evide
during excavation of
to 1965 by Dr. Ed
former staff archeologis

THE LA
live is on th of the Great

from the

b surrounded by a
and is in an ideal
it is so close to the

its abundant supply of
ussels, and because of
he soil of the nearby fields
which we plant our crops.
Life is never dull and there is
always something to keep usbusy.
We women spend much of our
time in the fields during the warm-
er months, and occupy ourselves
with weaving, pottery making and
other household chores when not
tending our crops and our chil-
dren. The entire village joins in
harvesting crops and building im-
portant structures. Games, social
gatherings and ceremonial feasts
and dances take place in our pub-
lic plaza.

Because our village is some-
times attacked by warriors from

other villages and tribes, it is
guarded by a double row of tall
posts set close together in the
ground, with entrances so narrow
only one person can pass at a
time. These openings can easily
be blocked for defense in case of
attack. Because raids by groups
from the north are becoming more
frequent lately, to get away from
them we may have to abandon our
village and move westward to join
other friendly tribes for mutual
defense.

Meanwhile, all of our villagers
helped to build the wall, the men
doing the heavy work of cutting
and setting the logs up on end,
and the women helping with the
lighter work of packing soil
against the base of the posts to
keep them in place. New posts
have to be added from time to
time, but otherwise the wall is of
sturdy construction capable of
protecting our village. The base
of the wall also serves as a refuse
dump for the entire village.

All of the houses in our village
are placed in two rows inside the
great wall. In the center of the
village is an open plaza that is
always kept clean. Large cere-
monial buildings are on opposite
sides of this area. For relaxation,
the villagers gather in the public
square to socialize after our work
is done.

The boys and men know many
games to play which are enter-
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ARNOUT HYDE JR

Quiet cove on Sutton Lake is happy haven for anglers.




taining and make us laugh. Some-
times music is played on a flute
made from the wing bone of a
large bird. It is difficult to play
and only a few of our men have
learned how. Rattles are made
from two turtle shells fastened
together and filled with small peb-
bles, and grooved elk ribs are
scraped to make a rasping sound.
When they are all played together,
it is a beautiful sound to us and
makes us want to sing and dance.

The men gather around the
plaza or in one of the ceremonial
buildings to smoke their stone
pipes. A special plant with large
leaves is grown in the gardens
to use in the pipes.

The more important and secret
ceremonial activities are carried
on in one of the larger buildings
with a medicine man chanting and
leading the ceremonies. I cannot
say exactly what type of ceremo-
nies take place inside these build-
ings as the common villagers, par-
ticularly the women and children,
are not allowed to participate in
them. All the important decisions
that involve the village are made
at these meetings by a council
composed of the elders of the
village.

On public ceremonial occasions
we dress in our best garments
and wear our most elaborate orna-
ments. A large variety of neck-
laces are worn by both men and
women. Beads are made of shell
and bone, and are used in com-
bination with a number of pen-
dants made of cannel coal, stone,
animal teeth, bone or s&.
few women wear bone co

for our ornaments were
by trade with other tri
great distance and are
by our villagers. Mu
gathered from thegm
used for the orna
small beads.

THE HOU
and I live last year.
Much work to construc-
tion of of various
sizes the walls

plus t enter posts to sup-
s, holes must be

e logs upright, bark

®

to

to cover the outside walls must
be stripped from trees and grass
has to be gathered for the roof
covering. Our house is about 18
feet wide and 30 feet long.

Because we do most of our work
out-of-doors, there is no need for
windows, so only one opening is
left for a door on the side of the
house facing the center of the
village. A smoke escape hole is
also left in the center of the roof
directly over the fireplace. Other-
wise the house would fill with
smoke and our eyes with tears
when we cook indoors during bad
weather.

Our fireplace is in the middl
the room and I took great
in making it for I wante
last a long time. First I
out a basin-shaped hole 1
floor, then I mixed
water and kneeded it
very smooth. I then gl
with the clay. Af
has been used for a
bakes the clay lining
very hard and durable. If the sides
break, I rebuild them with more
clay.

my house is sim-
s little furniture.
are sunk in

e, we use them as

d a lot of time working
lds outside the great
njyring we plant a number
bles including corn,
d squash. We loosen the
ound with a hoe made of a
arge mussel shell attached to the
end of a stick. Before time for
the crops to be harvested, we dig

PRESERVATION of the forest is not
a new idea. In classical times the
wood nymphs were thought to perish
with the trees which had been their
abode. It was therefore an impious
act wantonly to destroy a tree.

As early as the 13th century forest
conservation formed a definite part
of public policy in Europe, and at the
time the Spaniards conquered Mexico
they found that the native peoples
had severe penalties against the de-
struction of trees.

storage pits throug
lage. Sometimes w
near our houses
age bins, too.
Other foods
ment the
fields. Wild
kinds of begzi

are gathered in shoals of the
and turtle meat is also an
ant and tasty part of our

:N OUR MEN are not work-
ing dround the village or fishing,
they are preparing for hunting
trips. They must fashion arrow
oints, knives, scrapers and celts
out of flint, and this is a time-
consuming job. Killing wild ani-
mals is not easy and the arrow-
heads and shafts must be made
very carefully so they will shoot
straight and hit their mark. Other-
wise, we would starve.

When the men are ready, they
leave the village to roam the for-
ests and nearby hills in search of
a large variety of birds and ani-
mals, especially deer which is our
main source of meat plus elk and
some bear.

Upon return of our men from
the hunt, we women take over the
final preparation of the meat and
hides. Much of the meat we dry
and store for the long winter
months when crops cannot be
grown and when game is scarce.
We hang a lot of our food from
the rafters to keep dogs, mice
and insects from getting to it.

On his last hunting party, my
mate killed a large buck, the hide
of which I have stretched on poles
outside our house. When the hide
has dried thoroughly, I will pound
and rub it until it is soft. From
skins like this I fashion garments
to wear during winter when it be-
comes too cold for the fabric
clothes we wear in summer. The
soft hides as well as woven fab-
rics are usually sewed together
with a needle made of bone, but
sometimes it is necessary topunch
holes in the hides with a bone awl

WONDERFUL WEST VIRGINIA
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face with a small buried over many years. It is not
rapped with easy to tell where the older burials
ieces of fabric are located and sometimes these
sometimes wrapped are disturbed by more recent
les. This not only burials.
ery a pleasing tex- We sometimes include pottery
keeps the vessel from vessels with food for our deceased,
t of my hands when it though more important person-
ages such as our medicine men
I use for making pot- are buried with more valuable
und near our village. grave offerings such as gorgets,
eding the wet clay, I beads and other ornaments. In our
iith ground mussel shells grief, we often bury beads with
give it more strength. Even so, our young to pacify their spirits.
o matter how carefully I make I do not expect to be around
these vessels, they are easily for a long time for our people
broken and soon have to be re- do not live to a very old age,
placed. the oldest being an average of
about 30 years with more than
) \ has no special half being 21 or younger. Many
burial place and we do not con- infants die during their first years,
from poles struct mounds of earth to cover so the population varies little and
and small sp@FOW the dead as some of our ancestors there are usually about athousand
useful for Lingnd serving did. The bodies of our dead are of us living in the village.
food. Wider bowls I some- buried anywhere that is conveni- When I die, I hope to be buried
i ; p water from ent and to keep them near us, in our village by the banks of
either in pits dug in the village the Great River, where the breeze
of my pottery is or inside the house. Many house is always blowing and people will
sometimes covered walls are lined with trenches con- always be passing by so I won't
ipressions made by taining a large number of remains be alone. ¢

and then lace them together with paddling
narrow strips cut from the hides. flat piecée
Much of my time is spent cook- strand
ing, weaving cloth for clothes or
other articles and making pottery.
I can remember when I was a
young girl just learning to make
pottery. I thought I would never
be able to master the art of wind
ing one coil of clay on top
another, keeping the potdlyun
and at the same time nISIMRN
sturdy enough to use, but
it just takes practice.

' varied in size and shy
ing on the use I w
them. Many of th

4 have handles or
so that they
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Left of highway is the beautiful 18-hole goif course, now |
in.play, at the high-altitude Canaan Valley State Park in
: Tw;ker County. : ke




(] - South
Branch begins its boisterous
plunge into Smoke Hole country
just north of the little Pendleton
County community of Upper Tract,
West Virginia.

The stream has flowed rather
peacefully through upper reaches
of the South Branch Valley, but
its mood suddenly changes when
it feels the squeeze of the narrow
canyon. It rushes and roars in
defiance to steep mountain walls
that hold it in its course. Miles
down river, where it escapes the
press of the mountains, it becomes
quiet again as it wanders through
a wide valley.

Smoke Hole, a canyon the riv,
has cut from Upper Trac ne
Petersburg in neighbori
County, has long been a
tion for people interest
wide variety of pursuits

Legend has it t
smoked deer meat i
and early settlers w
to have used the
purposes. Smo
the caves and

is that forms when

moist air m the caves
meets tside giving
the ke.

w s and settlers may

hav e caves a conveni-
t smoke meat, in more

recent years re
Smoke Hole gavg
a handy hideou
trade. Revenuers soug
tale columns of smoke tha
lead them to a mountaineer who
was turning out liquor during pro-
hibitionpdays.

Not
the v
tramp i

ny years ago, only
vepturesome could
pths of Smoke
inaccessibility.
, mountain folk
e submitted to in-
e world beyond their
rizon. OQutsiders who in-
ir mountain stronghold
garded with suspicion.
oman lived to a ripe old
rarely traveled beyond
the cabin where she was
b She lived her days free of
the tomfoolery of the outside
world. Many might not readily
admit it, but they are envious of
a life liberated from the press of
our complex and often-confusing
civilization.

INDIANS ARE NOW GONE and
the passage of time has brought
many changes to Smoke Hole
country. The attraction now for
the area is for visitors with such
wide-ranging interests as canoe-
ing, camping, caving, fishing,
botany and bird study.

Smoke Hole was an angler’s
paradise long before botanical in-

J. LAWRENCE SMITH

terests, spelunking and other en-
deavors attracted visitors. For the
fisherman who had the means and
the time to make a trip into this
secluded country in years gone
by, the reward was usually a
string of trout as fine as he had
ever caught in his wildest dreams.
Only an intimate circle of friends
and ardent disciples of Izaak Wal-
ton knew where to dip their lines
for a try at the big ones.

Smoke Hole is a lesson in geol-
ogy with the words being spelled
out in bold letters. A short dis-
tance north down the canyon from
Upper Tract, the steeply-tilted
strata of Eagle Rock is a vivid
illustration of convulsive move-
ments of the earth’s crust which
created the grandeur of surround-
ing mountains.

Eagle Rock was not named for
the bird even though eagles once
soared over the rock and may
have built their nests there. The
spectacular formation is named for
William Eagle, a veteran of the
Revolutionary War. Young Eagle
enlisted in the cause of freedom
at the age of 15. Not only facing
the rigors of battle, he also had
to bear the ordeal of the harsh
winter at Valley Forge. With free-
dom won, he eventually settled at
Smoke Hole where he died in 1848
and is buried near the cliff that
bears his name.

The area offers a number of con-

WONDERFUL WEST VIRGINIA



ditions that make it a living lab-
oratory for botanists.

A wide variety of wildflowers
are found in Smoke Hole as spring
gets under way. Hepatica will
bloom with its flowers nodding in
the slightest breeze. Bloodroot
and spring beauty will be found
at numerous places. Dutchman’s
breeches look like the clothes line
of Tom Thumb. It is easy to over-
look the bloom of wild ginger
it is so low on the ground and
often hidden. Other flowers will
begin bringing color to the forest
floor where leaves have lain brown
and enriching the soil through
the winter.

Redbud will paint the slopes
with shades of pink. The bright
orange of flame azalea will seem
to burn among the greenery of
late spring. These related shrubs
of the heath family, some with
fragrant pink and rose blossoms,
are called honeysuckles by moun-
tain folk.

AS SPRING TO
MER, showy orchis with its pur-
ple and white blossoms and large
pad-like leaves will be in bloom
in the woods near the Smoke Hole
picnic area. Later in summer, car-
dinal flower with its bright red
blossoms will be outstanding
where it grows on banks of the
river. With luck and endurance,
one floral treasure can be foundon
steep slopes where it grows and
blooms during July and August.
It is the crested coralroot, an or-
chid with bronze flowers and'ur-

TURNS SUM-

ple stripes. The plant appr
its northernmost known lim
North America on a steep, rugkes
slope in the Pendleton porjiQ of
Smoke Hole.

The road continuing d
from the Smoke Hole
Area leads to the Bi
ing area where th
a large loop in it
most seems thg
of its rush thy

0

the portion of
aimed by Grant
ave has various pas-

sageways and rooms, but lacks
any spectacular limestone forma-
tions. It was designated in honor
of a man by the name of Peacock
who mined saltpeter here prior to
the War of 1812. Another in the
same county is Smoke Hole
Caverns, open to the public.

Caves are also to be found at
the base of sheer cliffs back at
Cave Mountain above Eagle Rock.
A trail leads to the caves but it is
a hike of about two miles, uphill
all the way. Along the trail are
impressively large yellow poplars,
beech and sugar maple. Beneath
a cluster of large hemlocks there
is a moldering trunk about fi
feet in diameter, mute remna
a forest giant that had gotte
ax many years ago.

One large cave here w:
as a source of saltpetg
manufacture of gunpo
Confederates during i\
of the Civil War. Larg N RS
were set up along the riv
in extracting niter from the'Wgre
deposits. The operation was later
captured by Union Soldiers.

Picturesque South Branch of the Potomac

in the Smoke Hole is fine fishing stream.

CAVE MOUNTAIN is honey-
combed by many passages. It is
reported that sawdust thrown into
an underground stream there will

scenery.

emerge at Indian House Cave on
the river eight miles to the north.

The Smoke Hole picnic area is
an inviting place to eat and relax
while exploring nooks and cran-
nies of the canyon. One evening
in June, a cardinal and catbird
were voicing their familiar re-
frains. Several redstarts in syca-
mores along the river were singing
their songs that begin with rather
clear notes, but end in a buzz.
The flash of orange on wings and
tail of one of these birds was seen
while it was obliging enough to
fly into a tree overhead. From
along the river came the song of
a water thrush and the rattle of
a kingfisher.

The abrupt call of the little Aca-
dian flycatcher sounded farther up
the slope. From brush nearby
came the galloping song of a Ken-
tucky warbler and high in a tree
a hooded warbler was singing its
cheery song. There seemed to be
no absence of warblers including
the parula and worm-eating spe-
cies rarer at this altitude. The
songs of both can only be de-
scribed as buzzes, but variation in
the buzzes is the key to their
identification. Melodious notes of
a wood thrush drifted through the
forest.

The main road forks at a country

17
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retch of trout water on upper Shavers Fork of Cheat River in Randolph County.
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store, and taking the left turn
leads out Forest Service Route
79 up the slope to the fire tower
on High Knob at an elevation of
3795 feet. At this higher elevation,
the forest takes on a different
character with chestnut oak be-
coming common. The little scrub
oak with its glossy, almost holly-
like leaves will be found in the
understory with mountain laurel
and bracken also present. Famil-
iar leaves can be seen on spindly
sprouts which are mute reminders
of the once-towering native chest-
nuts that cloaked these slopes be-
fore being destroyed by blight.

A STIRRING VIEW awaits one
from the heights of the fire tower.
While studying details on the
horizon, the croak of a raven may
be heard as the large black bird
comes into view soaring on air
currents. The sharp backbone of
the mountain trails away towards
the north. Clusters of spruce are
scattered across Roaring Plains to
the northwest. To the northeast,
the historic town of Moorefield is
nestled in the valley floor. Moun-
tain ridges to the east rise and
fall towards Virginia.

From the tower on High Knob
one can watch the changing scene
as day fades into darkness. As
shadows of evening creep up the
slopes, the mountains turn to vari-
ous shades of blue and purple.
Shades deepen until the curtain
of darkness has fallen completely
and all is still and quiet atop

before beginning the drive
down the mountain.

As thoughts drift back o
experiences of the day, t
may think of how Smo
a place of many cont

and diversity of t
rich variety of pla
life found in thig

lachia.
It is a hay
o sign of

in peace,
ole coun-

CHARLES DICKEY

The Seventies will be the decadgz c_n' consgrvalio

General magazines, the television networks a
denly discovered conservation. There is no dd

ago.

Hunters and fishermen were the fir
forests, soils, streams, prairies and wetlan
of the outdoors had made them aware of
for protecting wildlife habitat and sc
plead for conservation because they,
and fishing the streams. They sa
For over 50 years, the outdoors

Hunters and fishermen were
state capitols and Washingto
they started their own publ
the environment.

Hunters and fishermen
they themselves be req
agencies. Even today,
sole support of state fis
despite the fact that the spo
dreds of species of non-game wildl

Hunters and fishermen, unique in all America, asked that their fishing reels,
guns and ammunition be taxed so that funds could be increased for habitat develop-
ment and the purchase of lands to be held in perpetuity for all Americans.

Hunters gnd fishermen imposed seasons and bag limits on themselves in order
to give all ance to crop game and fish without hurting the basic breeding
stock of ea es. The outdoorsmen formed national organizations to push for
the wise use resources, such as the National Wildlife Federation, the
Izaak Walton erica, Ducks Unlimited and many others.

., who is going to be passed over and not given credit in
‘onservation’”” by most of the mass media? You guessed it—the
1

descry the destruction of America's
v were the first because their love
auty of nature and the necessity
:. Outdoorsmen were the first to
ho were hiking the mountains
ing, but the city folk did not.
who really cared.

es behindvmajor conservation legislation in
v could not get space in the news media,
rn Americans of what was happening to

and game agencies, They asked that
s and that the money support the state
or exceptions, hunters and fishermen are the
agencies; no money comes from the public
nds provide protection and habitat for hun-

sudden rash of amateur preservationists, there is a good chance
1 be the first attacked. These sudden discoverers will think that
ockpiled; they don’t understand that hunters crop only the annual
at no game species in America is in danger of being overharvested

recognized l‘or theu- leadership and magnificent crusades of the past
k. As for the host of newcomers to conservation, sportsmen should
e aboard.” All Americans are needed in the fight to use our natural

LETTERS

Editor:

Although a native of Akron, Ohio,
I have subscribed now for nearly four
years to WONDERFUL WEST VIR-
GINIA and am deeply impressed by
the inspiring natural beauty of your
state. Past copies of the magazine are
grudgingly placed in my waiting room
after 1 read them and shortly there-
after usually vanish—probably in the
hands of many former West Virginians
who are now my patients.

Editor:

I have often wanted to tell you how
much I enjoy getting WONDERFUL
WEST VIRGINIA. Of all the maga-
zines I receive in my library here at
the Survey, yours is the one I look
forward to each month. The pictures
as well as the text point out how
fortunate we West Virginians really
are. The magazine also shows how
much work and effort go into this
publication.

Ruth I. Hayhurst
Librarian-Editor,
W. Va. Geological &
Economic Survey,

Earl W. Wharton, M.D.
Akron, Ohio
Morgantown
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'FRENCH CREEK

INVITES YOU!

Especially popular with family
groups, the French Creek Game
Farm in Upshur County is one of
the most heavily-visited attrac-
tions in West Virginia.

There are a large variety of ani-
mals and birds, both representa-
tive of the Mountain State and
the world.

By a recent act of the Legis-
lature, this popular facility is now
supported entirely by revenue
from the state general fund, not
by hunting and fishing license
funds as in the past.

All attractions are [ree to the
public. Only a few of the many
Zoo attractions are shown on these
pages. Make it a must to visit
French Creek Game Farm this
summer,

you come up and see me sometime?” (Gus), 500-pound African lion.
Bob Combs Photo.

1. Photo by Leonard Lee
Rue IIL Buck deer,
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"I scream for visitors!”” Bobcat.

Raccoon.




~— “TeAtive...

A IKE the black bear,
the StateAnimal,
at the first hint
of warm weather
West Virginia begins throwing off
its winter lethargy and moves into
an exciting schedule of outdoor

“activities.

Among the first harbingers of

~ spring are the apple and peach
. blossoms bursting forth in the
. state’s Eastern Panhandle region.

Through May visitors may drive
for miles along roads lined with
fragrant pink and white blossoms.

Farther west the more moun-

“‘tainous areas of West Virginia are
~gaily painted with flowering red-

bud, dogwood, service and wild
cherry that brighten the dense
woodlands.

For the vacationer who thrive
on brisk mornings and eyening
interspersed with war
days, now is the time fo
to one of West Virginia’
or forests.

While serious angle
the streams for trout
pie, bluegill, mus
walleye, West V1r

BARBARA McCALLUM
Department of Commerce

Today, almost eve
township and cou
one annual fair
plete with a par
perhaps a jousting tou

antique auction. These fairs and
festivals offer unlimited oppor-
tunities

for fun-filled days

1. Rhododendron State Outdoor Arts and

Crafts Festival, Charleston, Kanawha
County.

2. West Virginia Strawberry
Buckhannon, Upshur County

3. West Virginia State Folk Festival,
Glenville, Gilmer County

Festival,

4, Braxton County Regatta, Sutton Lake,
Braxton County

5. Stock OQOutboard Marathon National

Races, Bluestone [Lake, Summers
County
6. Pocohontas County Pioneer Days,

Marlinton, Pocahontas County

en serious art takes on a fes-
tive flavor when exhibited out-of-
doors such as during the fourth
annual Rhododendron State Out-
door Art and Crafts Festival to
be held May 24 in Charleston.

The impressive state capitol,
considered one of the most beau-
tiful in the nation, presents an
attractive backdrop for displays by
many of West Virginia’s finest ar-
tists.

Approximately $1,200 in prizes
will be awarded to participants in
this year’s show with the theme
being ““West Virginia’s Man or
Woman of the Year in Arts.”

A poet in praise of the straw-
berry once said, “"‘Doubtless, God
could have made a better berry,
but doubtless, He never did.”
Central West Virginians feel the
same way, so they show their ad-
miration at the annual Strawberry
Festival to be held this year June
4-7 in Buckhannon.

The crowning of a king and
queen are just part of the colorful
highlights of the festival. Other
events include chicken barbeques,
an old-fashioned square dance,
parade and strawberry auction.

The sound of old-time fiddlin’
and banjo pickin’ will resound
through the peaceful town of Glen-
ville, June 18-21 during the 2lst
West Virginia State Folk Festival.

This annual event is devoted to
the preservation of traditional
folkways of Appalachian culture.
It includes a horse traders’ re-
union, spelling bee, parade of
horses and antique cars, muzzle-

WONDERFUL WEST VIRGINIA



Early May blossoms complement the artistry of handerafted
baskets. Gerald Ratliff photo.

loading rifle shooting contest,

along with the banjo and fiddle
contests. Featured in the cg Y

store are old-time goods an
tiques on exhibit and for sa
well as many traditional ar
crafts.
West Virginia, becomjn
known for its white-w:
has several events that O
and spills for the : '
man. As a testim
are two July actjzadl

mewates
Outboard

include an ox
ce, coronation of
, 4 bathing beauty

Medieval sport of jousting is an exciting addit
West Virginia festivals, William Kuyde gk

Hydroplanes rg

“*Miss Water Nymph,”’
and ski show by the
Ski Troupe. Climax-
iy evening’s fun is the
gatta Ball. The outboard
races, sanctioned by the
American Power Boat Association,
will be held Saturday and Sunday.

Dwarfing sparkling Bluestone
Lake are the rugged crests sur-
rounding Bluestone Gorge, site of
the 1970 outboard Marathon. Pre-
liminaries will be held Friday and
the races, set on a 40-to-50-mile
course, will be held Saturday and
Sunday. Saturday evening, June
20, there will be a special West
Virginia Day celebration near the
lake race course area.

Over 150 entries from the United
States will participate in the Mara-
thon, sanctioned by the American

Crowds throng artists’ exhibits at State Capitol. Dave Cruise.

Power Boat Association.

Frontier West Virginia, now just
a memory, will be restored for
four days during Pocahontas
County Pioneer Days. Headquar-
ters for the event, to be held July
9-12, is the museum in Marlinton.

Packed into the excitement are
activities such as stagecoach and
carriage rides, mountain music
and mountain rifle contests plus
arts and crafts demonstrations.

Two new events for the children
this year will be a turtle derby
and frog-jumping contest. A coun-
try store will offer an assortment
of homemade delights for sale
such as crusty homemade bread
and applebutter.

Other activities include square
dancing, quilt, flower and horse



shows, a hymn sing, parade and
free wagon rides.

This is just a sampling of the
hundreds of events that occur
year-round in West Virginia—the
state that celebrates everything
from wildflowers to ramps, from
black walnuts to forests. A com-
plete listing of all West Virginia
events is available upon request.

For a Calendar of Events, write Travel
Development Div., Dept. of Commerce,
State Capitol, Charleston, W. Va. 25305.

Join in the fun this year.

HUNTING & CONSERVATION

"“For all his alleged irreverence for life,
the hunter has done the most to restore
and sustain today’s wildlife populations.
Without him, it is unlikely that any ef-
fective wildlife conservation programs
would exist today. The hunter himself
is directly responsible for the great
modern populations of deer, antelope,
turkey, pheasant, geese, elk, and a host
of non-game creatures associated with
the wildlife habitat that the hunter has
caused.

"It is inaccurate to say that if it had
not been for hunting in the first place,
wildlife would never have had to be con-
served. America’s original wildlife was not

spent by the sparthu
mated by the releptlest
settlers, by comme
marily by wvast c¢

“Yet, the modern
to be criticize d
sumed respo
He is appare

species.
X willing to
eceive full blame
o credit if it

., Wildlife Views

g take along several
1 these are wrapped
t and keys, they help
m falling into the water.

around yut
prevent ther

PLEASE LEAVE YOUNG WILDLIFE ALONE. Leonard Lee Rue.
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most-often seen animals along West Virginia roads during summer. Leonard
Lee Rue.




ARNOUT HYDE JR.
water skiers froth the waters of the big lake in Tygart Lake State Park

in Taylor County.
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Whip-poor-will, threatening,

MAN IS BOTH DESTRUCTIVE AND
CREATIVE

A VISITOR to the Severn
Trust complex in England is c

with a large mirror above w
legend:
“YOU ARE LOOKING AT A

of the MOST DANG
DESTRUCTIVE ANIMD
HAS EVER KNOWN

When the wvi
together with
mirror, he will seé¢

"HE IS /
AND

IAGINATIVE
ANIMAL—AND HE
JONSCIENCE. KEEP
] GO AROUND

n nature's marvelous camouflage. Leonard Lee Rue,

CRIPTION ORDER FORM

Circulation, Outdoor West Virginia, Dept. of Natural Resources
State Capitol, Charleston, West Virginia 25305

I Year $2
3 Years S5

Make checks, money orders pavable to
Department of Natural Resources

Please type or print legibly.

MY OWN SUBSCRIPTION [J New

1 Renewal

GIFT SUBSCRIPTION

Name = ES T L O A R

Address h) — | Address )

&1, P—— State City SR TS ey

Zip Code Zip Code it T
WE MUST HAVE ZIP CODES! Include old address label for identification

List aaditional gift subscriptions on separate sheet of paper

ALLOW 8 WEEKS FOR NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS, RENEWAL OR CHANGE OF
ADDRESS




O

Ira S. Latimer Jr.
HEARTENING CLEAN-UP

OF STREAMS BEGUN

Press clippings from throughout the state indic
West Virginians mean business in cleaning 1
which have been dumping grounds for ge
be rightly frightened by the national sp i er and land
pollution threatening America’s survivgl i
good faith in cleaning the waterways i

I am told that during the intensi
during 1968, a group of people f
sources—men and women—were b p bushels of beer cans
and other debris at the sandy swim ch near the mouth of
Coopers Creek. A stalwart group of young men paused from their
swimming and diving to watch the visiting workers clean trash around
the swimming hole. One lad graciously remarked, ““We sure are glad
to see you cleaning up ou ming beach.”

While the Neighborh uth Corps is being employed to assist
in the streams clean-up c statewide project will have little
success unless it is a nte massive volunteer efforts of local
clubs, organizatio nd plain citizens.

A clean cree akeshore exalts a community, munici-
pality, county, stat bon. Decades ago, Switzerland, Germany and
England set ex3 e world by showing eclean countrysides,
which alone pig e tfemendous tourist magnets to these nations;
during the s: owever, these countries forgot the Rhine
and T es among the biggest ‘‘open sewers’’ in the
world. SO has lagged, too.

A m ects the pride of a community—big or small—
regar o fforts in crawling out from municipal and industrial
poll where we are showing progress.
ns who have the time—and who care—will roll up their
sl t ummer and help make outdoor West Virginia a thing of
y beginning in their own community.
own personal help will give you the right to be proud of the
lean streams program. West Virginia belongs to you, too.

itively that
and rivers

fort on Elk River
ent of Natural Re-

a
sta

IRA S. LATIMER JR.
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Brc trouter on ' Creek can be seen from backdrop of falls in foreground.

Monongahela National Forest. Area accessible from Rt. 39 near Kennison Mountain.



y Fork River in Tucker County, as seen from Rft.
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